
ANAHEIM COMMUNITY CONNECTION (ACC) for March 7, 2021 

Our focus for worship today is:   In Our Place 

I.   OPENING PRAYER:  Pray with praise to Christ for His amazing grace and incomparable love for sinners like us 
 

II.  COMMUNITY CONNECTION:  

There is a common phrase “I wish I could take their place” when we desire to ease the suffering of a loved one.  Have you ever experienced that burden?   
What would compel someone to wish to suffer on the behalf of another?   
Imagine if that “substitution” were possible, how would that change the experience for both parties?   
How would your life be different if you “took their place?”   
That just gives us a small glimpse into understanding the extent of what Christ did for all sinners.   
 

III.  CHRIST CONNECTION:   

ISAIAH 53:  CHRIST WAS… 

A.  REJECTED AND DESPISED BY US 

1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched 
ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, 
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  

“Who has believed our message?...”  This message of salvation is to not only to be understood but to be believed.  Through the mouth of His prophet Isaiah, the Lord 
is communicating to the all people a message.  Yet, it must be revealed by God in His Sovereignty.  Many can hear the message without seeing the arm of the Lord.  
The arm of the Lord is an expression of God’s plan and execution of His purposes.   This message is to be believed by those to whom He has revealed it.   

REJECTING HIS ARRIVAL:  “For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot…”  The plan of the Lord included the Son of God’s arrival in the frailty of humanity.  God was 
born to us a baby – as fragile as blade of grass or thin reed.  Additionally, while He came from the majesty and glory of Heaven, Jesus was born in undesirable 
conditions – one of drought and weakness.  We see that he was born not to a people of power, but of oppression – to the Israelites, who were under the domination 
of Roman rule.  Even more so, He was born to a carpenter’s family in likely poverty.  He was born to a teenage girl in a manger – the trough surrounded by the sewage 
of animals.   

REJECTING HIS APPEARANCE:  “…no stately form or majesty…like one from whom med hide their face...”  While some expected the Messiah to come as a heroic and 
imposing figure, that was not God’s plan.  He arrived without splendor or radiance.  His appearance was forgettable and ordinary – nothing spectacular or 
supernatural on the surface.  But we did not simply ignore Him, but actively despised and rejected Him.  As seen on the Via Dolorosa – the road to the Cross - we 
looked to Him with disdain, disgust and hatred.  Suffering defined His life – as He was a man of sorrows.  His experience with the brokenness and the infirmities of 
humanity was close to Him – as He was acquainted with grief.  We were the source of His suffering.   It is our griefs to which He was acquainted.  How did we respond 
to Him?  We despised Him.  We hid our face from Him as He was grotesque to us as beaten beyond recognition.  He disgusted us.  We did not esteem Him.   

- Imagine treating Christ as someone disgusting and repulsive.  Unfortunately, that is exactly what we did.  Reflect on the glorious majesty of the Lord in comparison 
to the way we rejected and despised Him before we knew Him as Lord.   How did you reject Him in your life?  Why did you despise Him?   
- When did your rejection of Christ turn to reception of Him?  Share when your eyes were finally opened to the salvation plan of God.   

 

B.  PIERCED AND CRUSHED FOR US 

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through 
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep 
have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  

“Surely our griefs He Himself bore… The term of griefs describes our the brokenness, infirmities and sickness of sinfulness.  It expresses the damage that sin wreaks on 
our bodies and our lives.  He carried that sickness.  He carried the damage of our sin.  The sorrows are the pains and sufferings caused by our sinful actions.  These are 
the effect of sin.  Many times, the effect of our sin is experienced by those whom we hurt with our sinful acts.  All of the painful consequences of our sin Christ carried 
Himself.  No one else.  He carried it all.  He carried the damage of our sin and the effects of our sin all the way to the cross – a symbol of those accursed.  He was 
humiliated in our place and as our substitute.  For our transgression.  Transgression is a willful rebellion against God’s standard and His ways.  Our iniquities expresses 
our state of corruption and crookedness.  He was crushed, scourged, smitten and stricken.  For us.  The ugliness and gruesomeness of the Cross displays the 
hideousness of our sin and sinfulness.  All of us.  Each of us.  This is the depravity of all of us – no one is exempt.  As we look into the mirror of the Word, we all must 
look and see the repulsiveness of our sin.   

“By His scourging we are healed…But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.”  This was not a random act of violence, but God’s sovereign act of love 
and mercy for our salvation and restoration.  Our corruption – which is deep in our core – is healed by the sufferings of Christ.  The effects of our sinfulness are healed 
through the wounds of Christ.  The vast chasm between sinful man and a Holy God is reconciled to a healed relationship by the Cross of Christ.  We are made whole 
because of Christ.  He paid it all.  He paid it all for us.   

 
 
 
 



- The devastation and heinousness of sin is difficult to quantify and discuss.   Nevertheless, acknowledging the ugliness of sin is necessary for us to grasp a small 
appreciation of the burden of our sin upon Christ.  Share one way you have experienced the damage of sin in your life?   
                                                                                           Share one way you have seen the effect of your sin on the lives of others?    
Imagine multiplying that small impact you saw/experienced by the cumulative sins of our lifetime and further multiplied by the number of all humanity throughout 
history.   
 
- What descriptive term in there verses jolts your heart when hearing of Christ’s affliction on our behalf?  Why does it impact you so deeply?   

Griefs bore  Sorrows carried  Stricken   Smitten  Afflicted   
 Chastening  Pierced through   Scourging   Fall on  Crushed 
 
- How have you experienced the healing of the Cross in your life?  Share how the gospel has produced healed relationships, healed ministries, healed churches and/or 
healed hearts.   

 

 

C. WILLFULLY SILENT WHILE OPPRESSED FOR US 

7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He 
did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living 
For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had 
done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  

“…Yet He did not open His mouth…”   Christ was oppressed – bullied and bludgeoned – on the road to the Cross.  He was afflicted – a picture of one being crouched 
over, broken down and emaciated.  We understand His sufferings from the gospel accounts of the sham trials before Annas/Ciaphas/Pilate/Herod, the false 
witnesses, Roman beatings, mockery and humiliation.  Yet.  This is a contrasting word to show the unexpected response:  He did not open His mouth.  While He had 
the power, authority and right to call for a justified defense, He was meek.  He was silent.  Silent against the false accusations.  Silent against the beatings and 
bullying.  Silent against the insults and mockings.  Silent as a sacrificial Lamb of God.   

‘By oppression and judgment He was taken away…”  This spoke of the unjust manner in which He was killed.  There was no due process.  It was through oppression 
and judgment already made.  As for His generation.  No one defended Him.  No one protested this injustice.  All those who yelled Hosanna, yelled “Crucify!” and 
joined the chorus of condemnation.  

“His grave was assigned with the wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death…”  While He was crucified between two criminals – two convicted thieves.  
Thus, as convicted criminals it was expected that He would likely be buried like a criminal – in a nondescript hole in the ground.  While that was Satan’s plan, God 
made sure that all knew that Jesus was completely innocent by giving Christ an honorable burial.  The Lord had ordained Joseph of Arimethea – a rich man – to offer 
His family burial ground as the place were He would be buried.  This noble burial highlighted Christ’s undeserved death – for He was completely innocent.  No act of 
aggression.  No words of deceit.  While we were not innocent, Christ was.  With all of the injustice upon Christ, He remained innocent in His silence.   

- Think about the injustices that have shocked and burdened our country in this last year.  We are appalled at the injustices that happen to seemingly faultless victims 
– yet they were not sinless.  How much more should we be appalled at the injustice upon the only sinless one – Jesus Christ.  Are we still shocked by the injustice on 
Christ?   
- Share a time when you were falsely accused of something.   How quickly did you defend yourself?  How hard would it have been to stay completely silent?   
Share how you can appreciate the depth of Christ’s love to be silent in the midst of an avalanche of wrongful and offensive accusations.   

 

C. VICTORIOUS AND INTERCEDED FOR US 

10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the 
good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My 
Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; 
Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.  

“But the Lord was pleased to crush Him…”  As mentioned earlier, the suffering of Christ was not unexpected but in the plan of the Lord from eternity past.  While the 
those involved – the politicians, religious leaders, the people – are responsible for the horrific act of crucifying the Son of God, it was by the Sovereign hand and plan 
of God.  For it was the Father who crushed the Son when He poured out on the Son the holy wrath against all sin.  While it was painful to experience, the Lord was 
pleased as it carried out the work of redemption and plan of salvation for sinners.  The Son willingly offered Himself as the guilt offering – not because He was guilty – 
but to be treated as a sinner and die the sinner’s death, though He was without sin.  He will see it and be satisfied.  It was not just the pleasure of the Father, but the 
pleasure of the Son to humble Himself to become obedient to death, even death on a Cross.  He was pleased for He sees the plan of Salvation carried out to the glory 
of the Father.   

“…I will allot Him a portion with the great…divide the booty with the strong…”  These expressions are one of a celebratory parade given to a victorious King upon His 
return from battle.  It is one of glory and of splendor.  One of greatness and strength.  He is indeed victorious for He conquered death with His glorious Resurrection 
on the third Day.  Because He shared in our sufferings, we can now share in His victory.  The portion of the great expresses a legacy be exemplified and seen in the 
inheritance of the redeemed.  For the redeemed are the ones whom He has made great and whom He has made strong.  They are only great and strong by the 
finished work of Christ.  Thus the church – the Bride of Christ – will be ones celebrating and in triumph and victory with Christ in His glory and majesty.  Interceded for 
the transgressors.  This victory is all made possible as Christ counts us as His brothers and sisters and now advocating for us as our Mediator and our Great High priest.  
What a glorious Lord He is.  

- Which aspect of the redemption plan surprises you more – the Father’s pleasure in crushing the Son or the Son’s pleasure in carrying out the guilt offering?   
- There are some that object to penal substitutionary atonement as it depicts God as abusive and unloving.  How would you respond to those objections based on 
these verses and the whole of Scripture?  Why is substitutionary atonement necessary for salvation and how does it display the love of God?   
- How have you experienced Christ’s victory on this side of Heaven?  Share an example of how God has given you victory over the power of sin in your life?   
- Come to the victorious Christ in adoration and prayer as He intercedes on Your behalf.   



 

IV.  CARE CONNECTION:   

Spend time praying for:   

-  Living worthy of the Lamb who was slain for us by caring for one another in the church family 
-  Unity in the church         -  Care needs / concerns          
-  All affected by COVID virus & illnesses      -  Unbelieving friends & family  
- Ministry Focus:  CONVALESCENT       


